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TECHNI CAL DETAILS

NAME: Al ba

EVENT: house of wi nds

REFERENCE: MIM 2011. 0085. 0252

DATE: 2011

STORAGE REF: —

TYPOLOGY: puppet / direct manipul ation / nechani snms
HEI GHT: 500 mm ( 1" 7" in)

WDTH 210 mm ( 0'8" in)

LENGTH: 220 nm ( 0'8" in )

VEI GHT: 950 g ( 2.09 Ib)

VATERI ALS

body/ vol une | expanded PVC

head | polystyrene, paper pulp
hands | epoxy dough

paint | acrylic paint

costune | various fabrics, |eather
joints | expanded PVC, steel rod

ARTI STS

DI RECTION: Filipa Mesquita

ART DI RECTI ON: enVi de neFel i bat a
CREATI ON: enVi de neFel i bata
COSTUME: Filipa Mesquita
FOOTWEAR: José Carl os Machado

DESCR! PTI ON

The personality of this puppet takes us back to an aging rural universe
that is resistant to the introduction of innovation and transformation,
as well as fighting to preserve the identity of its experiences. A
struggle that is not always bal anced between the conservation of
heritage and the evolution of society for the future, integrating this
sanme traditional heritage, which belongs to the people, the places, but
also to the common identity. This figure represents a mller woman who
lives inamll, inspired by the mlls in the Figueira da Foz area,
known as npi nhos da Gindara, gandareses mlls. The old mller lives in
a small replica belonging to the show scenography.

The scale was defined, taking as its starting point the puppeteer's
hand, which is placed inside the torso. Thus defining scales for the
size of the puppets and the different scenographies so that, in a
realistic plastic approach, the whole universe that the show intends to
address coul d be under st ood.



The puppet has a conplex mechanisminstalled in its torso. It was

i mportant for the puppet to be able to nove its | egs autononously, as
wel |l as its head sinultaneously, using only one hand of the
mani pul ator. In this way, it would be possible for the puppeteer to
control two puppets at the sane tine. Thus, by integrating triggers
noved by the index finger and the mddle finger, the | egs are noved,
and the head is coordinated by the thunb.

CONTEXT

For the creation of this puppet, we drew inspiration from M chel

G aconetti's ethnic-nusical collections, which present us with the
worman on the wheel. Having |ost her animal, the driving force behind
her ml|l, she clinbs onto the wheel in her bare feet and, with her
strength, nmakes it nmove so that the mll's wheel doesn't stop and can
t hus produce bread. This harsh Portuguese reality of the 1960s was the
source of inspiration for the construction of this little figure.



PROPER CARE - GENERAL CONSI DERATI ONS

- Objects must be shielded fromdirect sunlight at all tinmes to prevent
WV damage and fadi ng.

- Maintain a stable environnent; avoid exposure to high humdity or
rapi d noi sture fluctuations.

- A strict no-touch policy is in effect for both the public and
curatorial staff to prevent oil and acid transfer.

- Aut hori zed handl ers nust wear appropriate archival gloves whenever
contact is necessary.

- Visitors and staff are permitted to take photographs and vi deos for
personal use only.

- The use of flash is strictly prohibited to protect |ight-sensitive
material s.

- No captured inagery nmay be used to produce sal eabl e goods, such as
post cards, books, or nerchandi se.

- Wheel s or casters attached to objects are for on-stage positioning
only and are not for general transport.

- (njects nust be noved using a secondary dolly or professiona

equi prrent rather than their own casters.

- No food, liquids, or snmoking are permtted within the i mredi ate
vicinity of the objects.

- No cleaning agents, polishes, or dusters should be applied to the
obj ects except by authorized conservation staff.

- (njects nust be displayed on stable, |evel surfaces and secured
agai nst accidental tipping or vibration.

- Display areas must be nonitored by staff or canera surveillance at
all tines during public hours.

- Any accidental contact, change in condition, or environnental spike
must be reported to the lender within 24 hours.

- Maintain controlled tenperatures between 18-22°C to prevent therma
damage to materi al s.

- Ensure adequate ventilation without direct air currents that could
cause dust or environnmental fluctuations.

- Conduct regular conservation inspections and docunment any changes in
the condition of objects.

- In case of emergency, follow established evacuati on and obj ect
protection protocols.
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